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• 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES· 
MEMORAND-UM 
from: Prexy 
GENEVA 
To: Concerned Colleagues 
Ref:Reading List Date: 12th December,- 1980 
1 ' -., 
· Attached are a few of the books (both old and new) which have 
most influenced my own political development. during the past 
eeveral years. I've divided them up into categories and have 
included some fictioo. · · 
It is not as you can see a highly "religiously"-oriented nor 
"an adequate" reading list. Still some of the books are fundamentally 
"religious", e.g., Neruda's Memoirs, Revolutionary .Priest, I heard 
the Owl Call my Name, The Souls of Black Folk, The Struggle for 
Mozambique. Unfortunately, I cannot go through this and comment 
upon each book because of time constraints. I do want to say, though,· 
that Unity and Struggle: Cabral's Speeches and Writings is ·an im-
perative book to understand what's happening throughout the Third 
-World today. It should be read, however, with a companion piece; 
namely, Basil Davidson's The Liberation of Guine -and as somewhat 
antidotal to Frantz Fanon's The Wretched of the Earth. I've not 
put in _too much about the growing crisis in the world~ industrialized 
metropoles, though the novel Freedom Road helps (as only fiction can) 
to delineate the roots of today's racist thrusts by KKK in the USA, 
National Front in Britain, anti-semitic groups in France, and the 
fascist Boers in South Africa. To get to the real roots of the 
global and local conflicts in today's world, be they race, class 
9r sex based, it is necessary to dissect the economic ~nd social . 
structures. I think the Edwards/Reich/Weisskopf. book, the Braverman 
book,· the Rodney book and DuBois' Black Reconstruction constitute 
profound giant steps towards helping us to understand the whole 
thing better. (Incidentally I think. certain of Doris Lessing's 
novels, ~sp~cially the ~arly ones, e.g~, Collected African Stories, 
have the best insights into the man/woman dimensions of it all.) 
There are no magazine articles and no poetry(both of which. there 
should be}, e.g., Barbara might copy for you what I think is an 
excellent article which James Baldwin (the author of The Fire Next Time, 
a renown black and homosexual intellectual} has recently written for 
the Nation, a US magazine. In it I feel is a real, sad,but somehow 
beautiful depiction of how racism is destroying the US polity. · 
Baldwin's radical and religious beliefs - his background - are 
illuminated with each word. If only more of ·us could write (feel} 
as he . does. 
Prexy Nesbitt 
Encl. 
V 
AUTHOR 
Native Americans Dee Brown 
TITLE 
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (~971) 
I Heard the Owl Call My Name 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Black Americans George Jackson 
W.E.B. Du Bois 
W.E.B. Du Bois 
Angela Davis 
Soledad Brother: The Prison Letters of 
George Jackson (l970) 
The Souls of Black Folk (1903) 
Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880 
If They Come in the Morning 
-------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------
Imperialism 
Africa 
Chomsky -and Herman 
Holly Sklar 
Michael Klare 
Ellen Ray, William Schapp, 
Louis Wolff 
Teresa Hayter 
Cynthia Enloe 
John Stockwell 
Basil Davidson 
Walter Rodney 
Amilcar Cabral 
Nelson Mandela 
The Political Economy of Human Rights, 
2 Vols (1979) . 
Trilateralism: The Trilateral Commission 
and Elite Planning for World Manage~! (1980) 
Wl.r Without End: American Planning for the 
Next Vietnams (1970) 
Di-rty Work II: The CIA in Africa (1979) 
Aid As Imperialism (1971) 
Ethnic Soldiers: State Securi~ in 
Divided Societies . (1980) 
In Search of Enemies: A CIA Stou (1978) 
The Liberation of Guin€: Aspects of An 
. Afr-ican Revolution (1969) 
How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (1973) 
Unity and Struggle: Speeches and Writings 
of Amilcar Cabral (1975) 
The Struggle is My Life (1978) 
2 
AUTHOR TITLE 
-----------------------------·-------------------------------
Africa .continued Eduardo Mondlane 
Greg Lanning 
The Struggle for Mozambique (1969) 
Africa Undermined: Mining Companies and 
the Underdevelopment of Africa (1979) 
\ 
---------------------------------------------------~--------------------------------------------------------
Asia Wilfred Burchett 
William Shawcross 
Nawaz Dawood 
Grasshoppers and Elephants: W_hy Vietnam · 
Fel.!_ (1977) 
Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon an,2,_the 
Destruction of Cambodia (1979) 
Tea and P0verty: Plantations and the 
Politic.al Economy of Sri Lanka (1980) 
---------------------------------,..---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Latin America Shelton Davis 
A.J. Langguth 
John Gerassi, edited 
Pablo Neruda 
Victims of the Miracle: Development and 
Indians of Braz~l (1977) 
Hidden Terr0rs: The Truth About US Police 
~--~-------------~-----·- --
. Operations in Latin America (1978) 
Revolutionary Priest: The Complete Writ~ngs 
and Messages of Camilo Torres (1971) 
Memoirs (1974) 
-------------------~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Theoretical Harry Braverman 
Edwards/Reich/Weisskopf 
Frantz Fanon 
A. Leontiev 
Cohen/Gutkind/Brazier 
Horace Davis 
Labor and Mon0po.ly Capital: The D~gradation 
of Work in the Twentieth Century (1974) 
The Capitalist System: A Radical Analysis of 
American socie~y (1972) 
The Wretched of the Earth (1961) 
Political Ec0nomy: A Beginner's Course 
Peasants and Proletarians: The StrEggles 
of Third World Workers 
Toward A Marxist Theory of Nationalism (1978) 
·Karl Marx The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonapa~te_ 
(1852) 
----------------------------------------------------------·--------------------------------------~------------
